
 
28 March  2013  
 
To : The Execut ive Of f icer , 
Med ical Rad iat ion  Pract ice Board  o f  Aust ralia, 
AHPRA 
 
Than k yo u f o r  t he op p or t un it y t o  com m ent  on  t he draft Supervised practice 
registration standard. 
 
We are resp ond in g on  b ehalf  o f  t he d ep ar t m en t  o f  Rad iat ion  Therap y Services 
(RTS), Pet er  MacCallum  Cancer  Cen t re.  Our  relevan t  exp er ience an d  b ackground  
are as f o llow s: 
  
Clair e Fit zp at r ick, Direct o r  (act ing): Clair e w as d irect ly  invo lved  in  a lead ersh ip  
ro le in  t he t r ansit ion  f r om  t he Dip lom a t o  a Bachelo r  level co urse f o r  Med ical 
Rad iat ion  Sciences in  Vict o r ia in  t he m id  1980s w it h  a p ar t icu lar  in t erest  in  t he 
Rad iat ion  Therap y p rogram . As m anager  o f  t he largest  r ad iat ion  Therap y 
Dep ar t m en t  in  Aust ralia, Claire h as sign if ican t  exp er ience and  know led ge w it h  
regard  t o  st ud en t  an d  in t ern  (NPDP) ed ucat ion  p ro gram s an d  t he st an d ard s 
req u ir ed  f o r  t he em p lo ym en t  o f  regist ered  rad iat ion  t herap ist s. 
  
Kat e Wilkin son , Research  Un it  RTS:  Kat e h as b een  invo lved  in  m an ag in g t he 
Ed ucat ion  and  Develop m en t  Un it  o f  RTS since 1990, w it h  p ar t icu lar  exp er ience 
in  assessing , coo rd inat ing an d  d evelo p ing  p ro gram s f o r  rad iat ion  t herap y 
st ud en t s, in t erns (PDY, NPDP), ret urn in g p ract it ioners and  in t ern at ion al 
rad iat ion  t h erap ist s un d er t akin g p er iod s o f  sup ervised  p ract ice. She ho ld s p ost  
grad uat e q ualif icat ions in  clin ical ed ucat ion , sup ervision  and  t r ain ing  and  
p ro f ession al p ract ice learn ing  
  
Glenn  Traino r , Head  (act ing), Ed ucat ion  and  Develop m en t  Un it , RTS: Glenn  has 
held  sen io r  clin ical ed ucat o r  p o sit ions in  our  d ep ar t m en t  since 2004 and  is now  
resp onsib le f o r  t he lead ersh ip  and  m an agem en t  f o r  all learners acro ss all sit es 
o f  RTS, Pet er  Mac. His exp er ience m anag ing  p ro f ession al p ract ice learn ing is 
sim ilar  t o  Kat e’s. He ho ld s p ost grad uat e q ualif icat ions in  clin ical ed ucat ion , 
sup ervision  and  t r ain in g and  p ro f essional p ract ice learn ing. 
 
 
OPTION ONE – MAINTAIN ‘AS IS’ 
Th is is t he on ly op t ion  w e sup p or t . 
 
The d raf t  consult at ion  p ap er  d oes no t  p rovid e any evid ence, research  o r  
scho lar ly f ound at ions t o  sub st an t iat e t h at  t he cur ren t  syst em  m ay b e 
insuf f icien t .  We recom m end  t hat  t he Board  consid ers im p lem en t ing  an  
ind ep end en t  exp er t  an alysis o f  t he exist ing p rogram s, w it h  consult at ion  w it h  
all st akeho ld ers, t o  est ab lish  any need  f o r  revision  o r  changes t o  t he st at us q uo . 
 
In  our  exp er ience, t he AIR’s accred it at ion  syst em s f o r  MRS courses an d  
sup ervised  p ract ice req uir em en t s h ave m et  ind iv id ual an d  o rgan isat ional need s 
as w ell as up ho ld ing  t h e saf et y o f  p at ien t s an d  t h e p ub lic and  p ro f essional 
p ract ice q ualit y  st and ard s. It  w ould  b e help f u l t o  und erst and  w hy t he MRPBA is 
seeking  ch anges t o  t he AIR’s est ab lished  p rogram s. 
 
Our experience with Victorian programs of Radiation Therapy courses: 



 
 

In  1986, RMIT Un iversit y m oved  t o  a Bachelo r  level d egree course f o r  t he 
m ed ical r ad iat ion  p ro f ession s in  Vict o r ia.  In  co nsult at ion  w it h  t he AIR and  t he 
clin ical cen t res, includ ing t he RTS d ep ar t m en t  o f  Pet er  Mac, it  w as agreed  t h at  a 
year ’s sup ervised  p ract ice af t er  t he aw ard ing  o f  a d egree w as req uired  t o  
ach ieve a St at em en t  o f  Accred it at ion  f rom  t he AIR t o  b e elig ib le t o  b e a f u lly  
q ualif ied  r ad iat ion  t herap ist .  The d egree courses (UG1 level) req u ired  a 
m and at ed  am oun t  o f  acad em ic t im e w h ich  result ed  in  a sign if ican t  r ed uct ion  
o f  clin ical p lacem en t  (sup ervised  p ract ice) w it h in  t he t h ree-year  course 
com p ared  w it h  p revious d ip lom a level courses. The in t rod uct ion  o f  a 12 m on t h  
(48 w eek) Pro f essional Develop m en t  Year  (PDY) w as t o  r et ain  a sim ilar  am oun t  o f  
clin ical sup ervised  p ract ice t o  ensure p rovisio nally accred it ed  p ract it ioners 
w ould  gain  suf f icien t  exp er ien t ial learn ing  op p or t un it ies t o  sup p or t  p at ien t  
saf et y and  p ro f essional p ract ice st and ard s once q ualif ied . 

1. Bachelor level course for the radiation therapy profession in Victoria (and 
interstate) with a PDY or NPDB year of supervised practice 

 
Our  exp er ience, over  25 years, is t hat  grad uat es f rom  t h e UG1 level courses in  
Aust ralia and  w ho  have successf u lly  ach ieved  t he AIR’s PDY o r  NPDP are cap ab le 
and  com p et en t  p ro f essionals and  w e con t inue t o  em p loy t hem  in  o ur  
d ep ar t m en t .  Ad d it ionally, m any rad iat ion  t herap ist  w ho  h ave und er t aken  t h eir  
PDY o r  NPDP year  at  RTS Pet er  Mac, h ave b een  em p loyed  in t erst at e an d  
overseas and  t hey are w ell-regard ed  p ro f essionals. 
 
 

Rad iat ion  Therap y Services, Pet er  Mac, w as one o f  t he p ar t ners im p lem en t ing  
Monash  Un iversit y’s GEM in  Rad iat ion  Therap y in  2003/4.  Th is is a t w o  year  (6 
sem est ers) course w h ich  req uires a Bach elo r  d egree in  a relevan t  area as a p re-
req u isit e.  In  im p lem en t ing  t h is course, t he clin ical cen t res and  t he AIR ensured  
t hat  t he clin ical p ract ice com p onen t s o f  t he course w ere on  a p ar , as f ar  as t he 
am oun t  o f  t im e, w it h  t he Bachelo r  d egree/NPDP co urse.  The f in al 12 m on t hs o f  
t he course is ef f ect ively a f u ll-t im e sup ervised  p ract ice p lacem en t  w it h  t he 
acad em ic com p onen t  o f  t he course cond uct ed  on line.  On  successf u l 
com p let ion  o f  t he 2 year  course, grad uat es are elig ib le f o r  regist r at ion  w it h  t he 
MRPBA an d  t o  p ract ice as a f u lly  q ualif ied  r ad iat ion  t herap ist . 

2. Graduate Entry Masters in Radiation Therapy (Monash University). 

 
RTS Pet er  Mac h as close t o  t en  years exp er ience o f  em p loyin g grad uat es f rom  
t he GEM course and  w e f ind  t hem  t o  b e b o t h  com p et en t  and  cap ab le and  
h igh ly regard ed  p ro f essionals. As w it h  r eg ist ered  p ro f ession als t h ro ugh  t he 
Bachelo r  +  12 m on t hs PDY p at hw ay, m any o f  our  GEM RTs h ave successf u lly  
w orked  in t erst at e an d  in t ernat ion ally  and  w it h  t he h igh  regard  o f  t heir  
em p loyers. 
 
Because of the consistency and high quality radiation therapists developed through 
these programs, we support Option1 outlined in the draft standards document. 
 
 
OPTIONS 2 AND 3 OF THE CONSULTATION PAPER 
We are unab le t o  o f f er  com m ent  on  Op t ions 2 and  3 as t he in t en t /argum en t s 
are no t  clear ly elucid at ed . Thus, w e canno t  ad eq uat ely consid er  alt ernat ives t o  
t he cur ren t  ar rangem en t s t o  b ecom e elig ib le f o r  regist rat ion  as a rad iat ion  
t herap ist  w it h  t he MRPBA. 
 



 
We ask t h at  t he Board  p rovid es m ore in f o rm at ion  and  d et ail, includ ing 
sup p or t ing  evid ence f r om  recen t  p ro f essional p ract ice lit erat ure, t o  exp lain  
and  just if y t he p rom o t ion  o f  t hese o p t ions. 
 
 
DEFINITION OF SUPERVISED PRACTICE 
The d raf t  consult at ion  p ap er  d oes no t  includ e a d ef in it ion  o f  “sup ervised  
p ract ice”.  Theref o re, w e have h ad  d if f icu lt y in  our  consid erat ion  o f  t he 
consult at ion  p ap er  b ecause o f  uncer t ain t y w it h  regard  t o  t erm ino logy an d  it s 
m ean in g. 
 
 
Clair e Fit zp at r ick, Kat e Wilkin son  an d  Glenn  Traino r  
 
Radiation Therapy Services,  
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Locked Bag No 1  
A’Beckett Street 
Vic 8006 
Emails: Claire.Fitzpatrick@petermac.org 
 Kate.Wilkinson@petermac.org 
 Glenn.Trainor@petermac.org 
 
Phone: 9656 1041 
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