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1st October 2012 
 
 
Mr Neil Hicks 
Chair 
MRPBA 
By email: medicalradiationconsultation@ahpra.gov.au 
 
 
Re: Composition of the Accreditation Council 
 
The Australian and New Zealand Society of Nuclear Medicine 
(ANZSNM) is the peak national professional organisation 
representing representatives from all disciplines involved in Nuclear 
Medicine, with the majority of members comprising of Nuclear 
Medicine Technologists/Scientists, which form the ANZSNMT. 
 
Please find attached the official position and recommendations from 
the ANZSNM & ANZSNMT regarding the composition of the 
Accreditation Council proposed by the MRPBA in addition to the 
original recommendations of April 2011 (Appendix A)  
 
On behalf of the ANZSNM and ANZSNMT, we thank you for the 
opportunity to comment on this consultation.  
 
Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

        
Ms Elizabeth Bailey    Mrs Marcia Wood 
President     Chair 
ANZSNM     ANZSNMT 
 



Submission by the Australian and New Zealand Society of 
Nuclear Medicine (ANZSNM) on the composition of an 
Accreditation Committee of the Medical Radiation Practice 
Board of Australia (MRPBA) 1 October 2012 
 
 
 
Background 
The ANZSNM was part of a group who worked with the Medical Radiation 
Practitioner Boards and the National Registration Steering Committee (NRSC) 
from 2009 until present to facilitate a smooth transition to National 
Registration, advocating on behalf of Nuclear Medicine Technologists.  One of 
the tasks required was to set up a Council to address accreditation of all 
Medical Radiation Science courses that would meet with the approval of the 
MRPBA.     Prior to National Registration, accreditation for Nuclear Medicine 
Technologist university programs had been facilitated through the ANZSNM 
Accreditation Board which ensured that all courses approved for training of 
Nuclear Medicine Technologists in Australia met and adhered to a consistent 
and transparent standard. 
 
A second professional group, the Australian Institute of Radiographers (AIR), 
was also instrumental in this process, and provided representation for both 
Radiographers and Radiation Therapists, who make up the other Medical 
Radiation Sciences covered by the MRPBA.  Prior to the introduction of 
National Registration, University programs for these professions were 
accredited through the AIR. 
 
After significant consultation between all parties, a tripartite agreement was 
signed (Appendix A). In this agreement, the ANZSNM supported an 
Accreditation Council structure which ensured the following: 
1) The standards are national, consistent and transparent, and achieved in a 
robust and measured manner;  
2) The requirements of the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Act 
(2009) are met by the body exercising these functions; 
3) There should be equal representation for each of the three Medical 
Radiation Sciences (Radiography, Radiation Therapy and Nuclear Medicine 
Technology). 
 
Submission 
It is the considered opinion of the ANZSNM that the Accreditation Committee 
should reflect the fact that three professional entities are covered by the 
MRPBA, and that the committee should be comprised of eleven (11) people 
as follows: 

• Three from the modality of Diagnostic Radiography 

• Three from the modality of Radiation Therapy 

• Three from the modality of Nuclear Medicine Technology. 

• A Community member with knowledge of education and 
accreditation. 

• A director from the National Accreditation Council. 



 
For each of the modalities, one representative should be an academic, one 
should be a clinician, and one should be a practitioner with current 
accreditation or registration board experience. 
 
We also feel that the Accreditation Committee should ensure a fair 
geographical spread of representation, with members drawn from throughout 
Australia, preferably with each state and territory represented.  
 
We do not support a MRPBA Board member being included on the 
Accreditation Council as we feel that the inclusion of a member of the MRPBA 
has potential for a conflict of interest, and has the potential to compromise the 
separation of regulatory and accreditation functions described under the 
National Law. As such, effective communication should be encouraged 
between the chair of the Accreditation Committee and the MRPBA, through 
official channels. 
 
We also support the inclusion of an Allied Health sciences’ academic in the 
model in place of the community representative, as this would continue to 
provide a wider community view. 
 
The ANZSNM continues to support the eleven person model previously 
agreed upon by both ANZSNM and the AIR, and anticipate the continuing 
support of the AIR in this matter. 
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